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one who wants to give time to others in
our communities, they just need to find
a good match for their interests and an
organization’s needs to begin reaping
the benefits of growing as a volunteer.

Photographs provided by
Olbrich Gardens.
Marty Petillo is Olbrich’s Volunteer
Services manager. Since 2001, she has
worked with 35+ staff to ensure
600+ volunteers are matched to
work that needs to get done and
that it’s done right.

garden operations—greeting guests as
they enter the Botanical Center, helping
shoppers in the gift shop, answering
plant information questions in the library,
teaching families and youth in formal
programs and informally at stations in
the gardens, gardening in crews, and
helping in all aspects of special events.

Olbrich Volunteers
GROWING IN THE GARDEN
BY MARTY PETILLO
Olbrich Botanical Gardens in Madison
is a free 16-acre public garden with
an
indoor
tropical
conservatory,
educational classes, and special events
for everyone in the family. People of
all ages enjoy the beauty, wonder, and
diversity of the gardens.
Many visitors are drawn to Olbrich
because they are looking for inspiration
for their own Midwest-friendly garden.
Other visitors are not gardeners, but
they love the fun, the beauty, and the
community of visitors that they find

at Olbrich. With no admission fee,
the outdoor gardens are open and
accessible to anyone who wants to
stroll. Those who need a little assistance
can use one of the free wheelchairs
or electric scooters—first come, first
served. With no steps on the main paths
in the outdoor gardens, it’s easy to
navigate on foot or on wheels.
The Bolz Conservatory is home to a
tropical garden with fragrant orchids, a
waterfall, three dozen free-flying birds,
and everchanging exhibits that invite
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visitors to explore the plant collection.
Children love to visit the jungle—it’s
safe, engaging, and a perfect size for
them to explore. From mid-July to midAugust, 1,000 butterflies weekly emerge
from chrysalides hatcheries, delighting
all who venture into the conservatory.
All of this wouldn’t be possible without
the partnership between staff and
volunteers, who work together to
offer an indoor and outdoor garden
experience year-round. More than
600 volunteers help in every aspect of

Volunteering is not just good for the
garden, it’s also good for the volunteer.
The Mayo Clinic recognizes specific
potential health benefits:
• Decreases the risk of depression,
especially for people 65+
• Gives a sense of purpose and 		
teaches valuable skills
• Helps people stay physically and
mentally active
• May reduce stress levels
• May help you live longer
• Helps you develop new 		
relationships with other people
and nature
If you have free time, think about what
you’d like to do in your community. Talk
with others who volunteer and learn
about their experiences giving time to
worthy organizations. Visit places that
engage volunteers and talk with the
volunteers about what they do for the
organization. There is a place for every-

ANIMAL SERVICES
DANE COUNTY HUMANE
SOCIETY (DCHS)
(608) 838-0413
giveshelter.org

ARTS & CULTURE
MADISON NEW HORIZONS
BAND SPONSORED BY
WARD-BRODT MUSIC

(608) 838-8274
hookedonbands@gmail.com
Used to play a musical instrument but
haven’t since school? Always wanted to
play an instrument? The New Horizons
Band sponsored by Ward-Brodt Music
is for you. Contact Glenn Nielsen,
(608) 838-8274, for more information.

MADISON SCHOOL &
COMMUNITY RECREATION (MSCR)

OLBRICH BOTANICAL GARDENS
3330 Atwood Avenue
Madison, WI 53704
olbrich.org

Olbrich Volunteers Grow

Arts & Enrichment Classes
(608) 204-3021
mscr.org

MADISON SENIOR CENTER
(608) 267-8651
cityofmadison.com/senior-center
/programs/arts-crafts

• Learn about the world
of plants.
• Make new friends.
• Discover new interests
and abilities.
• Participate in the growth of
one of Madison’s most 		
popular destinations.
• Enrich lives.

WISCONSIN CHAMBER
ORCHESTRA

The Gardens Grow Through
the Work of Volunteers

(608) 267-1799
wisvetsmuseum.com

(608) 257-0638
wcoconcerts.org

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL SOCIETY
(608) 264-6535
wisconsinhistory.org

WISCONSIN VETERANS MUSEUM

• Welcome visitors at the 		
information desk.
• Plant, weed, water,
and prune.
• Answer plant information 		
questions in the library.
• Educate visitors of all ages.
• Assist shoppers in the
gift shop.
• Help with special events.
JOURNEYOFAGING.COM

