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opportunities to socialize with
others while participating in safe
escorted outings. The reduced
isolation and increased wellbeing can have a tremendous
positive impact on the quality of life
for area seniors.
Theatergoers from Madison, Sun
Prairie, DeForest, Waunakee, and
Verona along with communities
outside Dane county, such as Lake
Mills, Waterloo, Sauk City, and
Portage, travel with Theater Bus.
Participants are a great mix of
married couples and single people.
It’s a great way to mingle, get to
know new and interesting people,
and support the many community
theatre groups performing in our
tristate area.

Social Entertainment
OPPORTUNITIES

Abound for Greater Madison Area Seniors

Theater Bus strives to offer a
wide variety of events. Shows

are chosen by trip participants
serving as volunteers on the
Theater Bus selection committee.
Trips typically cost $65 to $90,
which includes lunch, a theatre
ticket, transportation, and tips. A
comfortable bus with restroom
facilities is always provided. Day
trips are within a two-and-a-halfhour radius of the Madison area,
including trips to Illinois and Iowa.
Pickup points include the Theater
Bus office at 437 S. Yellowstone
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UW-MADISON ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION

As a nonprofit, volunteer-driven
organization, Theater Bus depends
on the generosity of individuals,
businesses,
and
foundations
for
support.
Tax-deductible
contributions make it possible for
Theater Bus to offer affordable
events and fund scholarships for
those with financial challenges.

UW-MADISON
CONTINUING STUDIES

This article and photographs were
provided by Theater Bus.

(608) 262-2551
uwalumni.com

(608) 263-6960
continuingstudies.wisc.edu
/advising

UW-MADISON SENIOR
LEARNING PROGRAMS
(608) 262-5823
continuingstudies.wisc.edu
/seniorlearning

WHEELHOUSE STUDIOS
(608) 262-3156
union.wisc.edu/wheelhouse
-courses.htm

WISCONSIN HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
437 S. Yellowstone Drive
Suite 214
Madison, WI 53719
(608) 257-0003
THEATERBUS.ORG

(608) 264-6535
wisconsinhistory.org

WISCONSIN VETERANS
MUSEUM
(608) 267-1799
wisvetsmuseum.com

EMPLOYMENT
Listings include employment assistance,
career counseling, and training.

BY THEATER BUS

If you are 55+, Theater Bus is for
you! Theatrical performances including drama, comedies, musicals,
and boat cruises are among the offerings. A day trip includes lunch at
a terrific spot, usually a country club
or supper club. The opportunity to
have someone drive you to a venue is just the ticket for seniors who
don’t want to venture out alone.

Bonnie Knuppel, executive director
of Theater Bus, says trips fill up
quickly. A trip bulletin is published
six times a year listing the upcoming
two-month events. The bulletin is
sent to over 1,600 subscribers, along
with copies provided to libraries
and senior centers so they can
assist in getting the word out about

upcoming opportunities. The trip
bulletin is also posted online. Please
let us know if you are interested in
getting our bulletin by mail or email.

Drive, Oakwood Village West, and
Shopko at East Towne Mall, so
theatergoers have access to parking
and avoid driving long distances.
Theater Bus began in February
1976 as a pilot project by the
Wisconsin Union Theater and
the Westside Coalition. For over
40 years, Theater Bus has
enriched the lives of adults 55+
residing in the Greater Madison
area by providing life-enhancing

CREATIVE COMMUNITY
LIVING SERVICES
(608) 222-2071
cclswi.com

DANE COUNTY TIMEBANK
(608) 663-0400
danecountytimebank.org

MADISON AREA
REHABILITATION
CENTERS, INC.
(608) 223-9110
marc-inc.org
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